THE CONFERENCE

From 28 October through 1 November 1647,
Oliver Cromwell, his son-in-law Henry Ireton,
and other officers of the New Model army met
with activists among the troops to discuss An
Agreement of the People, a Leveller plan for a
radically different English government than had
ever been known: one without a king and house
of lords, and with a parliament elected on the
basis of universal manhood suffrage, or
something close to it. This international
conference, sponsored by the Center for the
History of British Political Thought, celebrates the
350th anniversary of these debates. Papers will
address the political, cultural, religious, and
military setting of the debates, the debates
themselves, and the legacy of the debates and
Leveller activism for the Restoration, for
collateral issues such as political participation by
women, and for later historiography.

THE CENTER

The Folger Institute Center for the History of
British Political Thought was established in 1984
by a grant from the National Endowment for the
Humanities. The Center seeks to remap the
patterns of discourse in a major political culture
over the three seminal centuries 1500-1800. The
Center’s steering committee is chaired by J.G.A.
Pocock, emeritus of Johns Hopkins University,
and includes Linda Levy Peck of George
Washington University, Gordon Schochet of
Rutgers University, Lois G. Schwoerer, emeritus
of George Washington University, and Kathleen
Lynch of the Folger Institute.

Please mail the enclosed registration form to:
The Putney Debates, 1647

The Folger Institute

The Folger Shakespeare Library

201 E. Capitol Street, S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20003-1094
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THE PUTNEY DEBATES, .
1647

3 and 4 October 1997

A Conference Organized by Michael Mendle

Sponsored by
The Folger Ingtitute
Center for the History
of British Political Thought
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