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English Grammar School 
Selected Manuscripts and Rare Titles from the  

Folger Shakespeare Library 
(Shelfmarks are those of the Folger) 

 
 
Manuscripts 
V.a.102 Latinae Linguae elegantiarum compendium, ca. 1455. 
V.a.103 Smith/Smyth family papers with some school texts. 
V.a.106 Rhetorica ad Herennium. 
V.a.233 Copy (ca. 1600) of Henry Sidney’s letter to Philip, ca. 1565.  
V.a.267 Commonplace Book, ca. 1650. 
V.a.283 Extracts from many classical authors.  
V.a.381 Commonplace Book, ca. 1600-1652. 
V.a.478 de Rhetorica. 
 
 
Printed books 
Aphthonius, 4th cent. [Progymnasmata. Latin]. Aphthonii Sophistae Progymnasmata, partim à Rodolpho 

Agricola, partim à Ioanne Maria Catanæo, Latinitate donata: cum luculentis & vtilibus in eadem 
scholijs Reinhardi Lorichii Hadamarii. Ad rhetorices, candidatos, tetrastichon eiusdem. [London:] 
Priuilegio Regiae Maiestatis. Anno. 1583. STC 701, STC 704 (1616), and STC 706.2 (1636) 

 
Aristotle. [Rhetoric. Latin & Greek]. Aristotelous Techne ̄s rhe ̄torike ̄s biblia tria. = Aristotelis de rhetorica 

seu arte dicendi libri tres, Græcolat. Contextu Græco, ad exemplaria selectiora emendato; Latino, 
paraphrasi, vbi opus, intertexto; vtroque, etiam in particulas distincto. Margini interiori, adscriptis 
locis authoris, ex ipso citatis, vel ek paralle ̄lou similibus; exteriori, adposita ̂ analyticâ methodo: cuius 
tabulæ synopticæ, in sua loca distributæ. Londini: Typis Eduardi Griffini, M.DC.XIX. [1619]. STC 
766 copies 1 and 2. 

 
Ascham, Roger, 1515-1568. The scholemaster or plaine and perfite way of teachyng children, to 

vnderstand, write, and speake, the Latin tong, but specially purposed for the priuate brynging vp of 
youth in ientlemen and noble mens houses, and commodious also for all such, as haue forgot the Latin 
tonge, and would,by themselues, without à scholemaster, in short tyme, and with small paines, recouer 
à sufficient habilitie, to vnderstand, write, and speake Latin. An. 1570. At London: Printed by Iohn 
Daye, dwelling ouer Aldersgate. Cum gratia & priuilegio Regiæ Maiestatis, per decennium, [1570]. 
STC 832 copy 1 

 
Baptista, Mantuanus, 1448-1516. [Adulescentia]. Baptistæ Mantuani Carmelitæ theologi adolescentia, seu 

bucolica, breuibus Iodoci Badij commentarijs illustrata. His accesserunt Ioannis Murmelij in singulas 
eclogas argumenta, cum annotatiunculis eiusdem in loca aliquot obscuriora. Accessit & index, non ille 
vetus, & indigestus, sed nouus omnino, ac locupletior multò, opera Barthol. Laurentis. Londini: Apud 
Thomam Marsh, Anno 1576. Cum priuilegio. STC 22982.2 Bd.w. STC 19777 copy 4 

 
Baptista, Mantuanus, 1448-1516. [Adulescentia]. Baptistæ Mantuani Carmelitæ adolescentia, seu bucolica, 

brevibus Jod. Badii commentariis illustrata. His accesserunt J. Murmelii in singulas eclogas 
argumentum cum annotatiunculis ejusdem in loca aliquot obscuriora. Accessit & index, non ille vetus 
& indigestus, sed novus omnino, ac locupletior multò, operâ Barth. Laurentii. Cantabrigiæ: Ex 
typographia celeberrimæ academiæ typographorum, MDCXXXV [1635]. STC 22988 

 
Bathe, William, 1564-1614. Ianua linguarum, siue Modus maxime accommodatus, quo patefit aditus ad 

omnes linguas intelligendas. In qua, totius linguae vocabula, quæ frequentiora, & fundamentalia sunt, 
continentur: cum indice vocabulorum, & translatione Anglicana eiusdem tractatus. Londini: 
Excudebat H[umphrey] L[ownes] impensis Matthæi Lownes, M.D.C.XV. [1615]. STC 14466 
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Brinsley, John, fl. 1633. A consolation for our grammar schooles: or, a faithfull and most comfortable 
incouragement, for laying of a sure foundation of all good learning in our schooles, and for 
prosperous building thereupon. More specially for all those of the inferiour sort, and all ruder 
countries and places; namely, for Ireland, Wales, Virginia, with the Sommer Ilands, and for their more 
speedie attaining of our English tongue by the same labour, that all may speake one and the same 
language. And withall, for the helping of all such as are desirous speedilie to recouer that which they 
had formerlie got in the grammar schooles; and [to] proceed aright therein, for the perpetuall benefit 
of these our nations, and of the churches of Christ. London: printed by Richard Field for Thomas Man, 
dwelling in Pater noster Row, at the signe of the Talbot, 1622. STC 3767 

 
Brinsley, John, fl. 1633. Ludus literarius: or, the grammar schoole; shewing how to proceede from the first 

entrance into learning, to the highest perfection required in the grammar schooles, with ease, certainty 
and delight both to masters and schollars; onely according to our common grammar, and ordinary 
classical authours: begun to be sought out at the desire of some worthy fauourers of learning, by 
searching the experiments of sundry most profitable schoolemasters and other learned, and confirmed 
by tryall: intended for the helping of the younger sort of teachers, and of all schollars ... London : 
Printed [by Humphrey Lownes] for Thomas Man, 1612. STC 3768 copy 3 

 
Bulwer, John, fl. 1648-1654. Chirologia: or The naturall language of the hand· Composed of the speaking 

motions, and discoursing gestures thereof. Whereunto is added Chironomia: or, the art of manuall 
rhetoricke. Consisting of the naturall expressions, digested by art in the hand, as the chiefest 
instrument of eloquence, by historicall manifesto’s, exemplified out of the authentique registers of 
common life, and civill conversation. VVith types, or chyrograms: a long-wish’d for illustration of this 
argument. By J.B. Gent. philochirosophus. London: printed by Tho. Harper, and are to be sold by 
Henry Twyford, at his shop in Fleetstreet, 1644. B5462 

 
Butler, Charles, d. 1647.  [Rameae rhetoricae libri duo]. Rhetoric[æ] libri duo, quorum prior de tropis de 

figuris, posterior de voce & gestu præcipit: in vsum scholaru[m] accuratius iam quinto editi. Londini: 
apud Guilielmum Stansby, M. DC. XXI. [1621]. STC 4199.2 Bd.w. STC 24703 

 
Castellion, Sébastien, 1515-1563. Dialogorum sacrorum libri quatuor. Autore Sebastiano Castalione, qui 

nunc postremò opus recognouit: argumenta singulis dialogis præposuit, & sententias subiecit: ex 
quibus pueri discant officium, hoc est, quid imitandum sit, aut declinandum. Londini: apud Thomam 
Marsh, Anno 1576. STC 4770.2 

 
Church of England. Catechismus paruus pueris primùm Latinè qui ediscatur, proponendus in scholis. 

Londini: Apud Iohannem Dayum typographum, An. 1573. STC 18711 
 
Cicero, Marcus Tullius. [De officiis. Latin & English]. The thre bookes of Tullyes offyces, bothe in latyne 

tonge [et] in englysshe, lately translated by Roberte Whytinton poete laureate. [Imprinted at London: 
In Flete strete, by Wynkyn de Worde, The yere of our lorde god. M.D.xxxiiij. [1534] the xxx. day of 
September]. STC 5278 

 
Cicero, Marcus Tullius. [De oratore]. Marci Tullii Ciceronis De oratore libri tres. Eiusdem de perfecto 

oratore ad M. Brutum liber. Cum absolutiss. doctiss. viri Philippi Melancthonis castigationibus & 
scholijs. [London]: Excudebat Ioannes Kyngstonus, Anno. 1573. STC 5290 

 
Cicero, Marcus Tullius. Orationum M.T. Ciceronis, volumen primum. Ex emendatione Dionysii Lambini. 

Omnia & recta figurarum serie, & inuiolata annotationum puritate cum optimis editionibus ad 
amussim conueniunt. Londini: apud Ioh. Iacsonum, & Edm. Bollifantum, M. D. LXXXV. [1585]. STC 
5309 

 
Cicero, Marcus Tullius, supposed author. [Rhetorica ad Herennium]. M. Tullii Ciceronis Rhetoricoru[m] 

libri quattuor ad Herenniu[m]: index praeterea hic est additus, in ipsius operis fronte, quo dicto citius 
quaerenti quoduis occurrat. With William Lily’s De octo orationis partium constructione libellus: nec 
minus eruditione pueris utilis futurus, [quam] co[m]pendio & perspicuitate co[m]modus ac iucundus / 
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nuperrime uigilantissima cura recognitus. Argentorati [Strasbourg]: Ex typographia Matthiae 
Schurerij, mense Nouembri 1515. (Early manuscript notes). 174- 563.1q 

 
Cicero, Marcus Tullius, supposed author. Rhetoricorum ad C. Herennium libri quattuor. M.T. Ciceronis De 

inuentione libri duo, Ioannis Michaelis Bruti animaduersionibus illustrati. Londini: Excudebat 
Thomas Vautrollerius, typographus, 1579. STC 5323.5 

 
Cicero, Marcus Tullius. Sententiæ Ciceronis, Demosthenis, ac Terentii. Dogmata philosophica. Item, 

apophthegmata quædam pia. Omnia ex ferè ducentis authoribus, tam Græcis quàm Latinis, ad bene 
beatéque viuendum diligentissimè collecta. Authorum nomina sequentes pagellæ indicant. Londini: 
Excudebat Thomas Vautrollerius typographus, 1584. STC 5319 

 
Cicero, Marcus Tullius. [Tusculanae disputationes]. Marci Tullii Ciceronis Quæstiones Tusculanæ, per D. 

Erasmum Roterodamum acri iudicio restitutæ, emendatæ, & scholijs vt breuissimis, ita doctissimis 
illustratæ. Accessit index, quæ in hoc opusculo tractantur, scitu dignissimorum, luculentissimus. 
[London]: Apud Ioannem Kyngstonem, M.D.LXXIIII. [1574]. STC 5314.8 

 
Cockeram, Henry, fl. 1650. The English dictionarie: or, An interpreter of hard English words. Enabling as 

well ladies and gentlewomen, young schollers, clarkes, merchants; as also strangers of any nation, to 
the vnderstanding of the more difficult authors already printed in our language, and the more speedy 
attaining of an elegant perfection of the English tongue, both in reading, speaking, and writing. Being 
a collection of some thousands of words neuer published by any heretofore. London: Printed [by 
Eliot’s Court Press] for Nathaniel Butter, and are to be sold at his shop, at St. Austins gate, at the signe 
of the Pide-Bull, 1623. STC 5461 

 
Cordier, Mathurin, 1479-1564. [Commentarius puerorum de quotidiano sermone Commentarius pverorvm 

de qvotidiano sermone]. De corrupti sermonis emendatione Commentarius puerorum de quotidiano 
sermone, qui prius Liber de corrupti sermonis emendatione dicebatur. Antuerpiae: In aedibus Ioannis 
Steelsii, 1546. 165- 460q 

 
Cordier, Mathurin, 1479-1564. [Colloquia scholastica]. Colloquiorum scholasticorum libri quatuor. 

Authore Maturino Corderio, ab ipso aucti & recogniti. Hic tibi purus sunt documenta simul. 
Edinburgi: Excudebant hæredes Andreæ Hart, 1632. STC 5760 Bd.w STC 21440 (Also bound with 
STC 6782, 6784, 6780, 3980, and 23660.) 

 
Cordier, Mathurin, 1479-1564. Maturinus Corderius's school-colloquies English and Latine, divided into 

several caluses; wherein the propriety of both languates is kept. That children by the help of thir 
mother-tongue, may the better learn to speak Latine in ordinary discourse. There are numbers set 
down betwixt both, which do shew the place, and natural use of any word or phrase. By Charles Hoole 
Mr. of Arts, of Lin. Col. Ox. teacher of a private grammar-school, betwext Goldsmiths Alley in Red-
Cross-street, and Maiden-head-court in Aldersgate-street Lond. This same speaking Latine, is a thing 
indeed to be highly commended, but not so much of it self, as because very many neglect it. For it is 
not such a gallant thing to understand Latine, as it is base to be ignorant of it. London: printed by 
Thomas Ratcliffe, for the Company of Stationers, 1663. 144- 179q 

 
Erasmus, Desiderius, d. 1536.  [Aliquot sententiae insignes. English. Selections]. Flores aliquot 

sententiarum ex variis collecti scriptoribus. = The flowres of sencies gathered out of sundry wryters by 
Erasmus in Latine and Englished by Rychard Tauerner. Huic libello non male conuenient Mimi illi 
Publiani nuper ab eodem Richardo versi. Londini: Ex edibus Wilhelmi Copland [for Richard Kele], 
Anno. M.D.L. [1550] STC 10447 

 
Erasmus, Desiderius, d. 1536. [Ciceronianus]. De recta Latini Graecique sermonis pronuntiatione Erasmi 

Roterodami dialogus ; eiusdem Dialogus cui titulus, Ciceronianus, siue, De optimo genere dicendi: 
cum alijs nonnullis, quorum nihil non est nouum. Parisiis: Ex officina Simonis Colinaei, 1528 mense 
Iunio. (Early manuscript notes).  176- 358q 
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Erasmus, Desiderius, d. 1536. [Colloquia]. Colloquiorum Desiderii Erasmi Roterodami familiarium opus 
aureum. Cum scholiis quibusdam antehac non editis, quæ difficiliora passim loca diligenter explicant. 
Editio omnium (quæ lucem viderunt hactenus) absolutissima. 1. Collatis optimis usquequaq́[ue] 
exemplaribus. 2. Additis seorsim in fronte, argumentis unicuique colloquio. 3. Adjecto indice novo, 
rerum & verborum memorabiliorum locupletissimo. Londini: In ædibus Milonis Flesher, M DC 
XXXIX. [1639]. STC 10453 

 
Erasmus, Desiderius, d. 1536. De conscribendis epistolis / Des. Erasmi Roterodami opus. Ioannis Ludouici 

Viuis Valentini Libellus uerè aureus. Conradi Celtis Methodus. Christophori Hegendorphini Epitome ; 
omnia nunc demum in studiosorum gratiam & utilitatem uno libello comprehensa, & longe quàm antea 
emendatius excusa. Basileae: Per Nicolaum Brylingerum, 1545. 183- 778q 

 
Erasmus, Desiderius, d. 1536. [De copia verborum]. Des. Erasmi Rote. De duplici copia verborum, et 

rerum. Commentarij duo, multa capitum, formularumq[ue] accessione locupletati, ac M. Veltkirchij 
commentarijs, longè doctissimis, enarrati. Londini: Excudebat Ioannes Kyngstonus, 1569. STC 10472 

 
Fenner, Dudley, 1558?-1587.The artes of logike and rhethorike, plainely set foorth in the Englishe toonge, 

easie to be learned and practised: togeather with examples for the practise of the same for methode in 
the gouernment of the familie, prescribed in the worde of God: and for the whole in the resolution or 
opening of certain parts of Scripture, according to the same. [Middelburgh: printed by R. Schilders,] 
1584. STC 10766.2  

 
Granger, Thomas, b. 1578. [Easie, and methodicall explanation of Lillies grammar]. Syntagma 

grammaticum, or an easie, and methodicall explanation of Lillies grammar, whereby the misterie of 
this art is more plainely set forth, both for the better helpe of all schoolemaisters, in the true order of 
teaching, and the schollers farre more easie attainement of the Latine tongue. London: printed by 
Thomas Dawson, 1616. STC 12183 

 
Hoole, Charles, 1610-1667. An easie entrance to the Latine tongue: wherein are contained I. The grounds 

of grammar, and their examination· II. A vocabularie of common-words English and Latine. III. 
Sundrie and short examples appliable to the rules of concordance and construction. IV. Collections out 
of the lowest school-autors. V. More elegant expressions for children. VI. The first principles of 
Christianitie. A work tending to the school-masters’s eas, and the weaker scholar’s encouragement in 
the first and most wearisome steps to learning. By Charles Hoole M.A. somtimes master of the free-
school at Rotherham in York-shire; and now teacher of a private grammar-school in Goldsmith’s-Allie 
neer Cripple-gate, London. London: printed by William Du-gard for Joshuah Kirton, and are to bee 
sold at his shop at the Gold-spread-Eagle in Pauls-Church-yard, 1649. H2681 

 
Hoole, Charles, 1610-1667. A new discovery of the old art of teaching schoole, in four small treatises. 1. 

concerning A petty-schoole. 2 The ushers duty 3. The masters method 4. Scholastick discipline in a 
grammar schoole. Shewing how children in their playing years may grammatically attain to a firm 
groundedness in and exercise of the Latine, Greek, and Hebrew tongues. Written about twenty three 
yeares ago, for the benefit of the Rotherham School, where it was first used; and after 14. years trial 
by diligent practise in London in many particulars enlarged, and now at last published for the general 
profit, especially of young schoole-masters. By Charles Hoole Master of Arts, and teacher of a private 
grammar-school in Lothbury Garden, London. London: printed by J[ohn]. T[wyn]. for Andrew Crook 
at the Green Dragon in Pauls Church-yard, 1660. H2688 

 
Hoole, Charles, 1610-1667. Grammatica Latina in usum scholarum adornata [The Latine grammar fitted 

for the use of schools]. Grammatices Lilianæ verbis, quantum fieri licuit) retentis; multis ejus erroribus 
emendatis: minus-necessariis amputatis; pluribus, quæ deficerent, suppletis; & omnibus methodo 
faciliori ad tenellæ ætatis captum conformata dispositis. Opera & studio Caroli Hoole, A.M. è C.L. 
Oxon. Scholarchæ olim Rotherhamiensis in agro Ebor. jam verò privatæ scholæ grammaticæ 
institutoris in ædibus Lothburiensibus, quadrantariis haud ita procul à Byrsa Regali, apud Londinates. 
Adjecta est insuper (nè quid huic instituto desit) in juventutis gratiam, in adversâ paginâ, Anglicana 
interpretatio. Londini: typis Tho. Mabb, veneuntque apud Henricum Mortlock ad insigne Phœnicis 
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propè ostiolum Boreale St. Pauli; & Tho Basset in Cœmeterio St. Dunstani in vico vocato Fleet-street, 
1659. (English and Latin on facing pages.) H2685.2 

 
Horman, William, d. 1535.  Vnlgaria [sic] viri doctissimi Guil. Hormanni Cæsarisburgensis. Apud 

inclytam Londini vrbem: [Per VVinandum de VVorde], M.D.XXX. [1530]. STC 13812 
 
Johnson, Ralph. The scholars guide from the accidence to the university. Or, Short, plain, and easie rules 

for performing all manner of exercise in the grammar school, viz. rules for spelling, orthography, 
pointing, construing, parsing, making Latine, placing Latine, variation, amplification, allusion, 
imitation, observation, moving passion. As also rules for making colloquys, essays, fables, 
prosopopæia’s, characters, themes, epistles, orations, declamations of all sorts. Together with rules 
for translation, variation, imitation, carmen, epigrams, dialogues, eccho’s, epitaphs, hymnes, 
anagrams, acrostichs, chronostichs, &c. London: printed for Tho. Pierrepont at the Sun in St Paul’s 
Church-yard, 1665. 154- 244q 

 
Kempe, William. The education of children in learning: declared by the dignitie, vtilitie, and method 

thereof. Meete to be knowne, and practised aswell of parents as schoolemaisters. London: by Thomas 
Orwin, for Iohn Porter and Thomas Gubbin, 1588. STC 14926 

 
Lily, William, 1468?-1522. [Brevissima institutio, seu ratio grammatices cognoscendæ]. A short 

introduction of grammar, generally to be used. Compiled and set forth for the bringing up of all those 
that intend to attain to the knowledge of the Latine tongue. Bound with Lillies rules construed, 
wherunto are added Tho. Robertsons Heteroclites, the Latine Syntaxis, and Qui mihi, and William 
Camden’s Institutio Græcæ grammatices compendiaria: in usum Regiæ Scholæ Westmonasteriensis. 
Scientiarum ianitrix grammatica. London: Printed by the assignes of Bonham Norton. Cum priuilegio, 
1633. STC 15628.2  

 
Lily, William, 1468?-1522. De octo orationis partium constructione libellus, tum elegans imprimis, tum 

dilucida breuitate copiosissimus / Erasmo Roterodamo autore. Basileae: In officina Adae Petri, mense 
Augusto 1517. (Copious early manuscript notes). 177- 511.2q 

 
Lily, William, 1468?-1522. A short introduction of grammar generally to be used: compiled and set forth 

for the bringing up of all those that intend to attain to the knowledge of the Latine tongue. Cambridge: 
printed by John Field, printer to the Universitie, 1666. (Interleaved throughout. Copious MS. notes. 
MS. marks). L2284 

 
Longinus, 1st cent. [On the sublime. Latin & Greek]. Dionysiou Longinou rhētoros Peri hypsous logou 

biblion. Dionysii Longini rhetoris præstantissimi liber De grandi loquentia sive sublimi dicendi genere 
Latine redditus hypo thesesi synoptikais et ad oram notationibus aliquot illustratus. Edendum curavit 
et notarum insuper auctarium adjunxit. G.L. Oxonij: Excud: G. T[urner] Academiæ typographus 
impensis Guil: Webb. Biblio, [1636]. STC 16788 

 
Lykosthenes, Konrad, 1518-1561.  Apophthegmata ex probatis Græcæ Latinæque linguæ scriptoribus. A 

Conrado Lycosthene collecta, & per locos communes, juxta alphabeti seriem digesta. Postrema ̂ hac 
editione diligenter recognita, & ab innumeris erroribus expurgatâ, plurimisque centuriis quæ in 
alteram literam designatæ sunt, locupletata. Accesserunt parabolæ sive similitudines, ab Erasmo ex 
Plutarcho & aliis olim excerptæ, deinde per Lycosthenem dispositæ, ac nunc primùm aliquot centuriis 
auctiores editæ. Londini: Apud Thomam Harperum, pro Societate Stationariorum, 1635. STC 17004 

 
Mulcaster, Richard, 1530?-1611. Positions vvherin those primitive circumstances be examined, which are 

necessarie for the training vp of children either for skill in their booke, or health in their bodie. 
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